The Worth of Godly Leadership
By Dane C. Orthlund (from the ESV Men’s Devotional Bible)

God put Adam in the garden of Eden “to work it and keep it” (Gen. 2:15), and in this
way he was to “subdue” and “have dominion over” the earth (Gen. 1:28). In other
words, God put man, on the earth to lead. Every man is called to lead, at the very
least in the context of his family, if he has one, and in the workplace. In the heart of
every man is the healthy impulse to rule—however large or small the extent of such
rule might be, whether the tasks at one’s work cubicle or the oversight of a nation.
One manifestation of sin in Isaiah’s day was the rejection and even inversion of this
healthy impulse. Not only are the leaders among God’s people (the prophets and
priests) not following the Lord faithfully, but the people of Judah are glad to make
anyone a leader (Isa. 3:6), regardless of their level of maturity and godliness, so long
as they themselves don’t have to lead. They say things like, “you shall not make me
leader of the people” (v.7)
And why are God’s people resisting the call to fulfil the mandate of Genesis 1 and 2?
They have wandered away from the Lord, “defying his glorious presence” (Isa. 3:8).
When we leave or forget the presence of the Lord, fears arise. We forsake our high
calling as men.
Leadership is scary. Risky. It will bring scars. Leading as God would have us lead —in
our homes, our families, our neighbourhoods, our offices, our churches—opens us up
to criticisms of all kinds, to pain we could otherwise avoid. Such is life in a fallen
world. But the Lord has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you” (Heb. 13:5).
Whatever happens in our attempts to lead, the Lord is with us. We have “his glorious
presence” (Isa. 3:8)
Indeed, it is precisely in the pain and criticism we endure as godly leaders that we
are most wonderfully aligned with Christ himself, the coming “branch of the
LORD” (4:2), who shows us God’s glorious presence in flesh and blood (John 1:14).
Adversity-ridden leadership was the path for him. It is the glad path of discipleship
for God’s men today (1 Pet. 5:1, 10). He is present with us—gloriously present.
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The Sinful Elect of God (Isaiah 2-5)

iii. Money and power (2:7, 11-16; 3:16-24)

1. Introduction: Wasted Potential

2.

The Ideal City (2:1-4)

3. The Failed City (2:5-21)
A. The root: Pride (2:9, 11, 17, 22)

C. The causes
i. Poor leadership (3:1-15)

ii. Rejection of the Word (5:13, 24)

B. The fruit: God-denying self-seeking
i. Extra spirituality (2:6)

4. The Hope of Restoration
A. The City of God restored (4:2 -4)

ii. Self-made idols (2:8)
B. The Calling of God’s people restored (1 Peter 2:9-12)

5. Conclusion

