Who Am I? (Part 2 of 2)
3. As an ordinary human being, I am sinful and I am a sinner
As surely as the Bible tells us we are made in God’s image, it tells us that we are sinful
and that we are sinners. It is not just that we do wrong, not just that we fail to do what is
right, it is that we are sinful, that sin has invaded and corrupted us at every level, and
that even our best thoughts and deeds are corrupted by sin. Sin deceives us, and blinds
us to its presence. We all have habitual personal sins, and we all have habitual sins of
relationship, and we all have habitual sins of ministry.
And we are all caught up in the cultural sins, the shared sins of our families, our
friendship groups, our churches, our sub-culture, our society, our nation, and our world.
We do not recognise these sins, because all the people we like, admire, identify with
commit the same sins, and we value those relationships so much that we dare not face
those shared sins. Sin clings so closely, sin deceives, sin strangles us, and sin blinds us to
its presence. We should be dying to sin every day and living to righteousness. ‘Kill sin, or
it will kill you’.
To ponder: What are my habitual temptations and sins in my personal life? What rigorous
self-discipline do I need to continue as a believer? Where do I go for motivation, help,
strength and support to overcome these sins in my life?
4. As a believer in Christ, I am forgiven, justified, cleansed, accepted, embraced, being
gradually transformed, and will finally be glorified
I have recently been struck by these progressions in Romans:

‘all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God’… ‘we rejoice in our hope of the glory of
God’… ‘those whom he justified he also glorified’ (3:23, 5:2, 8:30).
‘their throat is an open grave; they use their tongues to deceive… their feet are swift to
shed blood’… ‘let not sin reign in your mortal bodies’… ‘present your bodies as a living
sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God’ (3:13-15, 6:12, 12:1).
I recently wrote a chapter for a book on Whitefield and Wesley. I made the following
contrast. If you ask Whitefield who he is, the answer would be ‘a sinner’. If you asked
Wesley the same question, the answer would be ‘a saint’ (that is, someone who has been
sanctified/made holy in and by Jesus Christ). Both answers are true, but we must not give
one without the other. And actually the New Testament most characteristically calls us
‘saints’! We must not identify too much with being a sinner, and neglect the fact that God
has made us saints, and also calls us to be saints (1 Cor 1:2).
To ponder: Do I see myself more often as a sinner or as a saint? Why would it be
important for me to identify with both (but more so, as a ‘saint’)? How do I see myself
becoming more and more like the ‘saint’ that Jesus has saved and cleansed me to be?
What stops me from a greater transformation?
(Adapted from https://au.thegospelcoalition.org/article/first-things-first/ by Peter Adams)
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Welcome, we’re glad you’re here!
We are a church family committed to following Jesus Christ as Lord. We do this by getting to know
him through his living Word, the Bible, which is why the sermon is the key part of our Sunday
services. Find out more about us at www.slechurch.org.au.

This Week: Isaiah #5—
Let the Nations be Judged
Pride comes before the fall: the nations
surrounding Judah will be judged for their pride,
and their judgement is a reminder to Judah that
their only hope of salvation is in the Judge
Himself.

Next Week:
Isaiah #6 : Universal Judgement and Hope
[Isaiah 24-27]
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Say hello
Join us for morning tea at 10:30am.
We’d love to have a chat and get to
know you better.

PRAISE GOD THAT HE IS THE TRUE
KING of the universe and that in the
sending of His Son Jesus we finally have
the long-awaited Davidic King who will
rule in righteousness and with total justice.
Praise God that our King has served us by
dying for us on the cross, restoring us to
fellowship with God. Praise God for this
all!!
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Let the Nations be Judged (Isaiah 13-23)

3.

The glimmer of hope (14:1 -2)

4.

A kingdom that cannot be shaken

Intro:

Isaiah 13-23 in a nutshell…

1. Listen and See (13:1-22)

So what?

2. How the mighty have fallen (14:3 -27)

