8 Prayers to Pray for Unbelievers (Tim Challies—part 1 of 2)
A friend asked the question: How do I pray for unbelievers? How do I pray effectively? I trust
that every Christian regularly prays for family or friends or colleagues or neighbours who do not
yet know the Lord. And while we can and must pray for matters related to their lives and
circumstances, the emphasis of our prayers must always be for their salvation. Here are some
ways the Bible can guide our prayers.
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Prayers for Salvation
We begin with prayers for salvation. Each of these prayers seeks the same thing, but in a
different way or from a different angle or using different language. Each of them is grounded in
a specific text of Scripture.
Pray that God would circumcise their hearts. Circumcision was the Old Testament sign of
entering into God’s covenant, of being God’s people. To have a circumcised heart symbolizes
having a heart that is fully joined to God, fully submissive to Him. “And the LORD your God will
circumcise your heart and the heart of your offspring, so that you will love the LORD your God
with all your heart and with all your soul, that you may live” (Deuteronomy 30:6).
Pray that God would give them a heart of flesh. The Bible contrasts a heart of flesh, a heart that
is alive and responsive to God, to a heart of stone, a heart that is cold and unyielding. Pray that
God would work within these unbelievers to change their hearts. “And I will give them one
heart, and a new spirit I will put within them. I will remove the heart of stone from their flesh
and give them a heart of flesh…” (Ezekiel 11:19).
Pray that God would put His Spirit within them. The great joy of salvation is being indwelled by
God Himself. Pray that God would grant this honour to those unbelievers, that He would choose
to take up residence within them. “And I will put My Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in
My statutes and be careful to obey My rules” (Ezekiel 36:27).

Pray that they would come to Christ. If unbelievers are to come to salvation, there is just one
way. They must come through Christ and Christ alone. “Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and
the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me ’” (John 14:6). Remember,
too, that He is the One who calls them to come and to be relieved of the burden of their sin (see
Matthew 11:28-30).
Pray that God would open their hearts to believe the gospel. Once more, God must initiate and
people must respond. So pray that God would open the hearts of these unbelievers so they can
in turn believe, just as Lydia did. “The Lord opened her heart to pay attention to what was said
by Paul” (Acts 16:14).
Pray that God would free them from the slavery of sin. Unbelievers may believe they are free,
but they are in fact enslaved. They are slaves of sin, bound by their sin and sinfulness. Pray that
God would liberate them by His gospel. “But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves
of sin have become obedient from the heart to the standard of teaching to which you were
committed” (Romans 6:17).

Welcome, we’re glad you’re here!
We are a church family committed to following Jesus Christ as Lord. We do this by getting to know
him through his living Word, the Bible, which is why the sermon is the key part of our Sunday
services. Find out more about us at www.slechurch.org.au.
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Pray that God would remove Satan’s blinding influence. Unbelievers have been blinded by
Satan and will only ever be able to see and appreciate the gospel if God works within them. So
pray that God would give them sight—spiritual sight. “In their case the god of this world has
blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the
glory of Christ, who is the image of God” (2 Corinthians 4:4).
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Pray that God would grant them repentance. Unbelievers cannot repent without the enabling
grace of God. So pray that God would grant them repentance, that this repentance would lead
them to a knowledge of the truth. Pray as well that they would come to their senses and that
they would escape from the devil’s snare. “God may perhaps grant them repentance leading to
a knowledge of the truth, and they may come to their senses and escape the snare of the devil,
after being captured by Him to do His will” (2 Timothy 2:25-26).
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