An Invitation For All Who Thirst
By Brian Borgman (from the ESV Women’s Devotional Bible)
The suffering servant has accomplished the work of salvation through his
substitutionary death (Isa. 52:13-53:12). Now the prophet stands like a street
vendor, crying out to those passing by to come and buy his food. This food is
nothing other than the lavish banquet of God’s salvation. The amazing thing
about his invitation, however, is that it is all free. Those who are thirsty and have
no money are invited to come, partake of a meal fit for a king, and be truly
satisfied. They are told to stop wasting their resources on what does not satisfy
(55:2). The meal that has been set before them is described not only in terms of a
sumptuous and delightful feast but also in terms of the covenant mercies given
to David (v.3). What seems like a confusing mixed metaphor is actually a
wonderful promise, not only of the banquet of salvation but also of a restoration
of the kingdom under the suffering servant who is also the Davidic King.
Isaiah continues his invitation and tells his listeners to seek the Lord, to call upon
him, and to repent (vv. 6-7). Although Isaiah is offering free grace, he is not
offering cheap grace. The proper response is clearly faith and repentance.
Seeking the Lord and calling on his name express faith in God’s word and
character. Repentance acknowledges our sin and turns from it. When those
demands are met, God promises compassion and abundant pardon.
Isaiah concludes this glorious invitation with a reminder that God is above us
and his word is all-powerful (vv. 10-11). As the word goes out, it accomplishes
God’s purposes. God’s word, the message of salvation, has inherent power. The
final scene reflects the joyful response of those who experience God ’s salvation
(vv. 12-13). It is like a new exodus. Even the inanimate creation rejoices over
God’s salvation as it anticipates the completion of God’s saving work in the new
creation. A full and free gospel message not only transforms sinners but one day
will transform the whole earth.
This Old Testament passage is full of the gospel. It points us to the living water
that quenches our soul’s thirst. It points us to the living bread who alone can
satisfy us. Ultimately Jesus Christ himself is that living water and living bread. He
alone satisfies. Those who come to him experience the joy and satisfaction of his
salvation and his gracious rule over their lives. But who can come? According to
Isaiah, there is just one prerequisite: you must be thirsty. You must know your
need. All who know we are bankrupt and have nothing to offer except our
poverty may come. When we come in faith and repentance, we experience
compassion and full pardon.
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Welcome, we’re glad you’re here!
We are a church family committed to following Jesus Christ as Lord. We do this by getting to know
him through his living Word, the Bible, which is why the sermon is the key part of our Sunday
services. Find out more about us at www.slechurch.org.au.
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