Aching and Waiting with Joy
Of the increase of His government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of
David and over His kingdom, to establish and uphold it with justice and
righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of Hosts will
do this. Isaiah 9:7
King Jesus, Your righteousness is our surety, Your love is our freedom, and Your
sovereignty is our sanity. How could we possibly have known Your birth in a stable
would lead to the “stable-ization” of the universe? And that Your cradle would rock
our broken, divided, peace-craving world? Joy to the world, indeed.
Truly, there’s only one government and one peace sufficient to meet the needs of our
sinful hearts and restless world. In this December 2018, we rejoice in what You ’ve
already accomplished by Your first Advent, but we ache and wait for the joy and
completion of Your second Advent.
Through Your resurrection, You’ve already been installed as “the Ruler of kings on
earth” (Rev. 1:5), and of everything else. King David’s throne has become your throne
of grace, from which you are actively ruling the world with your truth and grace.
Eternal discretion, not local elections, determine the future.
You are zealously working all things together after the counsel of Your will. You —the
Lamb of God, the Lord of Lords, and the Lamp of the New Jerusalem—are working in
all things, for Your glory, and for our good. No one and nothing can derail, deter, or
distract You from bringing to completion Your good work of redemption and
restoration.
You don’t promise to do all things easy, but You always do all things well. Forgive us
when we get impatient with Your timing, don’t like all Your providences, or
second-guess Your engagement. You are the King we always wanted.
As the gospel of Your kingdom continues its transforming work in our lives, may it
advance through our lives. Free us to show up joyfully, love boldly, and hope
patiently. You WILL finish making all things new. Hallelujah! So very Amen we pray,
in Your mighty and merciful name.

9 December 2018 | Service Times: 9am & 11:30am

Welcome, we’re glad you’re here!
We are a church family committed to following Jesus Christ as Lord. We do this by getting to know
him through his living Word, the Bible, which is why the sermon is the key part of our Sunday
services. Find out more about us at www.slechurch.org.au.

This Week:
Encounters with Jesus—The Boy
at Home
Jesus’ understanding of the priority of His
relationship with His Father and knowledge
of the Scriptures astonishes everyone, and
yet He submits to His parents as He grows in
wisdom and favour.
Next Week: Luke 7:36-50
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Prayer Points

Say hello
Join us for morning tea at 10:30am.
We’d love to have a chat and get to
know you better.

PRAISE GOD FOR WISDOM REVEALED!
Praise God that the Scriptures reveal
wisdom, a wisdom beyond our own human
capability, and a wisdom open to all who
humbly come to Jesus in faith and trust.
Pray that we grow in wisdom all the days
of our lives!
PRAY THAT WE WOULD WRESTLE with
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CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR our children’s

friends who attended the recent Sunday
School Christmas celebrations. Pray that
the seeds sown through the songs, skits,
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Jesus’ work in their lives will continue on
for the rest of their days. Pray that Jeff and
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serve His church, and encourage others as
we finish the race together.

The Boy At Home [Luke 2:41-52]

3.

The Son at home (2:49-52)

Intro: “That’s a … Bible??”

1.

A Traditional family journey (2:41 -45)

So what?

2.

You lost the Son of God? (2:46 -48)

