A Fresh Start
And in the blink of an eye 2018 is gone, and 2019 is upon us. I’ve heard that the older you get the more you feel time pass quickly by. This might be to do with having
experienced so much already, but I’d also like to think that the God who put eternity
into our hearts (cf Ecclesiastes 3:11) has also set a timer so that as we get older we
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feel it all the more. We were made for something more, and the older we get, the
more time passes, the more we feel this.
Often in response we busy ourselves – we pack our schedules, we increase our
workload, we put our heads down and hurry about our daily lives. But each and
every one of us, in the quiet moments when there is nothing we can do (perhaps
before we drift off to sleep), each ask the same question: ‘Where has the time
gone?’
And in that question is the ticking of the timer, reminding us that eternity is around
the corner.
Francis Chan, pastor and speaker, uses an illustration that Ben and I have used before as well. He brings into his talk a long piece of rope – long enough to go around
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the stage, and around the hall/room he is speaking in. He asks us to picture this rope
as a timeline – stretching infinitely off into eternity. He then holds one end up which
has approximately 10cm covered in red tape. This 10cm of red tape represents our
lives in contrast to eternity.
Here’s the punch of this illustration: we spend about 2.5cm of the first part of that
line being born and educated. The next 4cm of that rope we spend working, some-
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times very hard, to enjoy the final 3cm or so. There is nothing inherently wrong with
this – but how much of this precious small red tape of life is spent preparing and
helping others prepare for the eternity to come?
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2018 is gone. 2019 is upon us. Would that we use this coming year not just being
busy with ourselves and our own preoccupations, but pray that we all might use
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this coming year well to prepare for the eternity that awaits us, and help others
around us to do the same.
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Say hello
Join us for morning tea at 10:30am.
We’d love to have a chat and get to
know you better.

PRAISE GOD FOR 2018. Praise God that
in all the pain, sorrow, trials, joys, and rejoicing God remained sovereign over the
year. Pray that we would continue to trust
him, especially in the difficulties that may
cross from 2018 to 2019.
PRAY FOR JESUS-CENTRED
REFLECTION on the year that has been.
Pray that God would help us recall the
challenges and encouragements we have
received from His Word. Pray that we
would reflect in a way that asks how we
have understood Jesus more, and how we
have grown in our trust and joy in knowing
Him.
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PRAY FOR EACH OTHER as we continue
to reflect. May we use this time of the year
to meet together to encourage each other
towards Christ-likeness, and to keep
persevering in this long race together.
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How Do I Make A Fresh Start? [John 3:14-16]
Preacher: David Cook

Passage: John 3:14-16

Notes:
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I still want to know:

Something I should change:

A Biblical truth I could share:
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