Little Faith, Big God (Luke 8:40-56)
There is an important truth embedded in this story of two healings. Obviously, we see
the power of Jesus Christ to heal the sick and raise the dead. That’s a very important
truth. We see His mercy and His tenderness, too. That’s also very important. But there’s
something else, something so helpful to our hearts, in the comparison and the contrast
between Jairus and the woman with the bloody discharge.
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Jairus, we see, is a ruler of the synagogue. He is a man with power. He is educated,
credible, a man of authority and probably of wealth. The woman, for all intents and
purposes, is his exact opposite. She is a woman, first of all; but also, because of her
condition, she is considered unclean. She’s an untouchable. She is also poor and a
person of little regard socially.

Welcome, we’re glad you’re here!
We are a church family committed to following Jesus Christ as Lord. We do this by getting to know
him through his living Word, the Bible, which is why the sermon is the key part of our Sunday
services. Find out more about us at www.slechurch.org.au.

If Jesus had come to play the religious game or the political game or the worldly game,
He would have ignored the woman. She does not even have the courtesy (the courage?)
to approach Him directly. She knows a man of His stature would likely not stoop to
consider a woman of hers. So, in effect, she tries to “steal” the blessing (Luke 8:44).
Jairus, on the other hand, approaches Jesus directly. He is humbly imploring, of course,
but he fully expects that Jesus can and will heal his daughter.

This Week:
Encounters with Jesus—The Disciples’ First Encounter
Next Week: Encounters with Jesus

Jairus believes Jesus can heal his daughter, and in a way, he believes Jesus will. The
woman, however, believes Jesus can heal her, but in a way, believes He wouldn’t if she
asked. And yet, Jesus provides the healing they both desire.
Here is the important truth to consider: It is not just that Jesus’ salvation is available to
both high and low, rich and poor, powerful and weak. Jesus’ salvation is equally
available to both big faith and little faith. Jairus exercised a bold faith, the woman a timid
faith. And yet both got the fullness of healing needed. We learn from this something
crucial for the Christian life: it is not a strong faith that saves us, but a strong Christ. One
doesn’t need to be a spiritual behemoth to receive Christ’s blessings, just the meekness
to say, “I need you. Heal me!”
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The Disciples’ First Encounter [John 1:35-51]
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