For the ‘slow-hearted’ like me
A prayer from Scotty-Smith:

And he said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets
have spoken! Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter
into his glory? “ And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them
in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself. Luke 24: 25-27 (ESV)
Lord Jesus, of all Your post-resurrection appearances (1 Cor. 15:3-7), my favourite is
Your visit to forlorn friends on the road to Emmaus. I have much in common with them
(Luke 24:13-35). I too am foolish and slow of heart, in constant need of the Spirit’s
ministry to free me from my unbelief. I remain grateful for Your tenacious tenderness,
limitless patience, and steadfast love.
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Welcome, we’re glad you’re here!
We are a church family committed to following Jesus Christ as Lord. We do this by getting to know
him through his living Word, the Bible, which is why the sermon is the key part of our Sunday
services. Find out more about us at www.slechurch.org.au.

Jesus, continue to do for me what You did for my Emmaus Road brothers. Help me to see
You everywhere in the Scriptures—the point and pinnacle of the entire Bible, it’s big
heartbeat and only hero, its lead character and gifted director.

This Week:
Encounters with Jesus—
Restoration after Failure

May Moses’ words—especially the Law, constantly drive me to You. For You have
fulfilled the demands of the law for us and are now fulfilling the beauty of the law in us.
Keep me clear and free from every expression of “me-centred”, earning-based, grace-lite
spirituality. The older I get, the more I want to hear Your glorious declaration, “It is
finished!” and really believe it.

Jesus offers and provides complete
restoration to those who have failed
Him—a restoration of relationship with
Jesus and service to Jesus.

And keep convincing me You are the resounding “Yes!” to every promise God has made
through the prophet (2 Cor. 1:20). Things in our world are not as they appear.
Providence, not happenstance, rules the universe. Having risen and ascended to the
Father’s right hand, You are presently making all things new. You are sovereign over
every cricket and crisis, every sorrow and every star. Faith, not fear, is the order of this
and every day.
Give me an incurable case of “redemptive heartburn,” Jesus, like that which You ignited
in the hearts of my Emmaus brothers. Keep showing me more of Your glory and grace,
that I might give You the adoration and allegiance of which You alone are worthy. So
very Amen I pray, in Your holy and transforming name.
For more prayers like this check out: thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/scottysmith
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PRAISE GOD THAT JESUS IS ALIVE!
Praise God our greatest need, forgiveness
of sins, is secured through the death and
resurrection of Jesus. Praise God that in the
resurrection our hopes of eternal restored
relationship with God are met.
PRAISE GOD THAT ALL OF SCRIPTURE
points to the work of Jesus. Pray that we
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Encounters with Jesus—The Restoration of Peter [John
21:15-19]
1.

3. More than a Character Lesson

Introduction
A. Experiencing ongoing failure

4. Jesus Encounters Peter
B. Entering the denouement of John’s Gospel

A. Restoring relationship
2. A Portrait of Peter
A. A keen, convicted and confessing disciple (John 1:40 -42; 6:68-69)

B. Restoring purpose

B. An exuberant but ignorant disciple (John 13:2 -11, 13:21-38)

5. Precious Lessons

A. Restoration is always possible
C. A denying, disowning disciple (John 18:15 -27)

B. Restoration is both into relationship and service

